
Hello, my name is Cynthia (Cindy) Neil.  I have served on the CAEDHH National executive for many years, 
as a regional director, a National Director, acting National Director and now as a Past National Director. 

Since I was 19 years old, I knew I wanted to be a teacher of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. It has given 
me a chance to step into the lives of some very special students and to share my personal experiences 
with them.  When I was 10 years old, I started to lose my hearing for unknown reasons.  By the time I 
was 15 I had a profound bilateral sensorineural hearing loss.  I lived in a small rural community and there 
were no supports available for students who were Hard of Hearing.  It is through my acquired personal 
experiences that I have grown and become passionate about supporting the rights of my students.  I 
teach them firmly to be advocates and to learn how to always pursue their dreams and accept nothing 
less than 100% support in their educational journey.  

I completed my Bachelor of Education at the University of Manitoba in 1994 and then completed my 
Masters Degree in Educational Psychology; Deafness Studies, Special Education at the University of 
Alberta in 1996 under the tutelage of well known professionals in our field such as Dr. Michael Rodda, 
Dr., MaryAnn Bibby and Dr. Rod Beattie. 

Upon completing my Masters in Education, I moved to Manitoba and worked at the Manitoba School for 
the Deaf.  I then moved to Toronto and started a program for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students in the 
Hamilton School Board.  Finally, I moved back to Winnipeg and became the teacher/coordinator of the 
Program for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students at St. James Collegiate and George Waters Middle 
School for 18 years.  For the last three years, I have been on secondment from St. James Assiniboine 
School Division for Manitoba Education and Training.  I look forward to continuing on the National 
CAEDHH Executive and will continue to advocate for our profession and bring commitment and 
dedication to all the professionals we work with across Canada. 

 

 

 
 



 


